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Courteons Reader , 


@| Ltbough the many Pooks which. N 
$9 have becn already printed: inde. 


p T3": tence of Epiſcopacy , may ſcem 
, os a9 not only to foreſtal the credit 4 
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but to evacuate the uſe of future: * 
Imp:eſſions, about the ſame ſubs a 
' jea; yet conſidering the metſlſe of Confederate 
}- Brethren, who are {worn to oppoſe it, which(being® 
2 an Oglio of all ScAs ) is of ;ar greater dimenſion# 
"thenthe defendant party. I preſumed it would noe. ® 
amount to the reckoning of a vanity to enter witly** 

- my unkeen weapon into the ſame field : which»? 
; (though Une to be muſtered with thoſe of." | 
as of wit, that fight for viftory ) mayſerve (Wh 
A.5 _— he 
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Bs To the Reader. ns. -TRNER 
the attendants ofan Army ) to face the enemy, le! 
3s the fage of truth for its naked fimplicity to be as 
lintle known, as truſted, with earthly inhabicants : 
whereas errour, clothed with gl6ſing variety, finds 
not only accepration,bur maintenance in the hearts 
of molt, What Gavgrenes of Hereſies , an fret- 
ting ſores of {chiſmarical opinions have infeſted the 
body of our National Church ? lince Biſhops(the 
miniſterial preſervers thereot in ſoundneſle of Do= 
&rine ) were firſt divorced from their office , as 
the Hiſtory of former ages can yield noexamplesto 
parallel, ſo ( being by Sacans lubtilty heig ted ta 
anexquiſite degree of wickedneſle ) the poflible 
corruption of ſucceeding times, will want 1aventi- 
- on to excel. Such was the ſudden growth of gree- 
dy innovations in the black art of enmity, againſt 
their ancient guides , that experience hath proved 
them to be a crue exceprion to the Philoſophers 
ſaying, Nemo repente fit twrpiſetmus, And if their 
maſter, who raiſed them to the pivacle of prefers 
ment, had not thrown them down headlong by a 
timely temptation , they would baye all turned 
conceited Monarchs, and not lookt over , butfor 
&, theKiongdomes of the carth, It will be as much 
+ ſhame hereakter to report, as it is now grief to re- 
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Ss Tothe Reader. A 
member the fiery generation of choſe metevrs..of 
men, which ( riling by the fall of our great ſtars Jy 
have vapoured from the Regions both of pulpit 
and prejie, into the honies of the honourable, andy 
muſty Cottages of the balcit people, deluding ? 
them into ſuch alamentable deviation from their ? 
right principles, that the greateſt part of them(like 
benighted Drunkards ) are not yet able to finde 
the way home, The conſideration whereof goth 
| offer us lo much occaſion, to pity the dangerous 
| eſtate of their diſeaſed ſouls , thar I could with no 
better ſuccelile to attend this work , then that, by 
detealing the malignant diſtemper of their faults, it 
may become a direcion for their recovery. But 
knowing that habituared Crimes will not readily 
yield to a ſeperation from the ſubjects that poſletie 
them, and that caſtome in fin, ( holding reaſon in * 
bondage tothe dominion of ſenile ) doth ſeldome 
nauſeate the {inner to a deteſtation thereof, 1 am 
diſpeſed co doubt, that the event will be unan- 
{werable to the {cope of my deſire. However the 
Jchieteſt Part of this Book being written in time of 
perſecution, when Tyranny had ſtated the Tribes 
of all honeſt men ina fitter capacity of receiving: 
wrongs then giving reaſons , I ſhall not now dil- 
own: 


E - To-the Reader. 
wn the expoſing thereof to publick view,though 
happen to make a fermen'ation of humours in 
the cholerick ſtomacks of our Engliſh Phariſees. 
For being (er forth with the fame intention where- 
| 'with it w3s firſt penned, more to declare my wil- - 
| lingneſſeroapprove, then ability of mind to de- ' 
fend the right of Epiſcopal! Government, It may | 
not be coujeAured to be compoſed with confi- 
dence to.confutethoſe that deny , but out of love 
to confirm them who believe the ſame. | 
To thee therefore, Gentle Reader, "MAX! 
| thouart of this number, do I principally dedicake 
this my labour , whereiu if thou apprehend no- 
- | ghingdelervingthy condemnation, but the truth 
of my afte&ion tothe welfare of the Church, it 
; will be applauſe enough to fatisfie the expeRation 
of 


Thy well-wiſhing friend, 
HUGH EDMONDS. ' 
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$1 in Patural, ſo in bodies Politique , there 
m areno diſtempers more ſmartly afflict- 
| ing, than thoſe which invade the meſt 
noble parts, and amongſt the many cau- : 
ſes, which work a ſolution of unity, in a E. 
civill conſtitution of government , the | 
corrupt humours of a brain-ſick clergy 
are the moſt intrinſecal, The Truth 
whereof though we have by the ſad experiences of our own 
paſt miſeries been better taught to bewail, than diſpute ; yet 
being farther inſtrued by the preſent diſcovery of their pre- 
pagated miſchiefs ( notwithſtanding the bountiful rayes of 
mercy diffuſed amongſt them from our Erglanas Sun ) we 
cannot but account it a pitiſull tolly ro commilſerate them, 
who think it a virtue to be cruel to themſelves; for they, 
whom neither the ſenſe of their own lin, nor apprehenson 


of the Kings pardon can reform, muſt needs be not onely the 
B worſt 


(2) 
yorft of ſubjets, but men, What lawful ground thoſe Aſſo. 
Ciatcs have had to ſhew themſelves ſo lately buſie with their 
tohguc.pullics , ro draw on a pack of Craftſmen intoa Con- 
ſpiracie of hands, for the raiſing upof their Presbyterian Diana, 
and by the pionerie of their wits t5 undermine the foundation 
of the Kings Auchoritie in ſpiritual affairs, covereouſneſſe and 
pride muſt be the Advocates, { though ignorance be the chief 
witneſle ) in thcir plea, Gould the Grancees of the Church 
(becauſe theyare the Apoſtles Derivarives, bet vixe Criſt & 
whom there was ro temporal jurisciAion interveutent ) con- 
clude for themſelves a priviledge of immunitie from the pow- 
crof Kings in Ecclefta(ticalls; There might appear ſome rea- 
ſen in the face , though no truth inthe bulk of che Arguinent ; 
bur for Petit Presbyters whoare but under-graduates in ſpiri- 
£112] juriſdiRion, and, for the outfide of their calling , the Bi- 
ſhops workmanſhip, for ſuch, I ſay, hoven up with a Timpa- 
nie of impudent ambition, to entitle themſelves to that, which 
their ſecond makers with humilitie diſown , even in the moſt 
Hicrarchical order of the Clergie , can be noleſle than an at 
of capital preſumption, and ſawcic irreverence ,- which hath 
not ſo much as the countenance of a rational plea to defend it. 
Amongſt the ſeven things which God hateth , pride is the fin 
of the f11ſt Claſſis, Pro.6.6 8 for its antiquitie of Lordſhip hath 
the preheminence , whereby only it cometh to paſſe ( l{aith the 
ſame wiſdome)that man maketh contention; in cxcmplificati- 
on whereof, I have newly obſerved ſome ſtiffe-necked factors 
of the Presbyterian merchandiſe ſo haughrily ſtubborn in their 
opinion, that they ſeem deſperately relolved rather to b.cak 
with their own <rrours , than bow to the truth , which others 
maintain, being now tuller ot ſcornfull diſcontent in the eyes , 
then heretofore they bave been of envious detration in their 
mouths, as it ( like the Sun) they were naturalized to look 


biggeſt, 


(3) 
biggeſt, when they are going down ; and although our Graci= 
ous Sovereign,;tor his complacency and benevolenceto allpeo- 
ple, doth _—_— ccmpcer that Darling of mankind, 2uz xe- 
winem 4 ſe dimiſit triſtem, and for his compaſſion and charitic is 
not inferiour tothe Scorrifh Monarch, who was therefore ſtiled 
the poor mans King : yet the tyrannic of theſe mens arrogant 
ſpirics , will not allow them to pray for this incomparable per- 
ſon by his determinate name, but to preſent him to heaven in 
a driblet of words, under the notiononly of I»di/vidaum ex hy- 
potheſi, as if Charles the Second, wereto them a Shrbt oleth, 
which they could no more plainly pronounce han obey. Ic 
may well therefore be wiſhed, that his Sacred Majeſtic would 
in /uſtice ( which is the root of mercie ) be pleaſed to doe to 
the inſolent Presbytexs, what once the good T heodeſtus (aid to 
a contentious Prelate, Si tu pacem fugis, ego te ab Eccleſia fugere 
mando,which would be a reacie means to prevent ſuch Church 
Moths from fretting out the beauty of that garment , wherein 
they are bred, and tocxtinguiſh the generation of Diotrephan 
Tribes, who( like inteſtine v orms, maintarned by the hoſpt- 
tality of the ſtomack ) out of a grecdie appetite ro high: tare , 
than their Ordinary can afford them , will at I'ſt de{'roy the 
very body that gave them being, Bur that their mouths may 
rot bc fully ſtopt, before they have ipoken the urmoſt tor 
themſelves, 7 (hall do them that rightto Ceclare what / have 
learned from ſome of their ſtars of the firſt mignitude,, by 
whoſe influence of wit the letter lights are {u plicd with this 
ſubtile diſtinticn, which indeed 1s but an excuſe 2s blzmeable 
as the taulr, we are, ſay they , ſubjeR to Kings circa ſacra , but 
not #27 ſacris , whereby they falſſy fuppoic themielves 1n their 
miniſterial Robes, ſo abſolutly impropriate to God, tharno 
mancan have a Relative intereſt in them ,, and, within the pale 

of the pulpir, ro be ſuch a peculiar incloture trom tte Come 

B 2 mors 


: (4) 
mons ofthe Nation, that they are not baſe enough for ſubje- 
ion to the high way of the Kings Government, as if their 
ſpiritual incumbencie were a decreed exception to the Apo- 
ſtles Bom. 13.1. Ommnis anima , and their ordination to teach 
ſupream Magiſtrates an injunRion not to obey him. Surely 
Hilkiah ( a better manthana Presbyter ) was not of their mind 
nor manners , in his religious behaviour towards his Sove- 
reign, who (though conſcious of the Kings youthfull age, 
more apparently fit toexccute the advice, then to command 
the ſervice of a high Prieſt.3 did not take it upon himſclfto re- 
fo mthe abulcs of the Ghurch, but waited for better authori- 
ty then his owh to legitimate che work , and ( which is highly 
obſervable) having found the book of the Law, which ſeemed 
a proper inſtrument as well for the Przeſts cuſtody as uſe, 
2 Kin, 22. he taought it his duty to deliver it tothe King, both 
ro be kept and read. To make a ſolemn Covenant with God , 
S agcre 71 ſacris, a matter that concerns not the skirts , bur the 
very bowels of Divinity ; yet this did Joſuab, Joſ, 24. (who 
was neither Pricſt nor Prophet) by his kingly authoritie , en- 
gaging all the people in ſubiection thereunto. Moſes , though 
not in office, was yet ina&t, a Prieſt by conſecrating Aaren, 
whence it is more then probable, that Xings by their union, 
are cndued with a higher capacity to deal in holy things, than 
our cl:\fical Authors will allow them to be, whoſe power bea- 
ring date 1;1mediately from the court of Heaven , makes both 
their pzr{ons facred, and their names divine, whereby they arc 
not oaly truly, but ſolely qualified for Gods Deputation, and 
ſo being ncxt to the moſt High, can neirher have ſuperiours nor 
equals upon earth within their Dominions, they are Chri/ 
Domini, the Lords own anointed, which denomination was nc 
ver given to Pricſt or Prophet, but ( as a learned Biſhop hatt 


obſcrved )) in 33. places of Scripture ( where it may be found 
| 
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(5) 
is alwayes ſpoken eiti1cr of Chiiſt or Kings. Ir muſt needs be 
then the dilcale of a loyal heart to remember how ingeniouſly 
miſchievous ſome Rebels have been heretofore in maintaining 
the Kings authority, either coordinate or ſubordinate to the 
power of Parliaments, and what ule hath beea ſince made of 
thar Hellih Tenent not only for ſequeſtration, but ſubverſion 
of mens cſtares , will be eaſter for our poſterity to condemn , 
than for us to forget. Should our Sovereign Lord the Xing 
have been longer deprived of his iuſt righ!, in diſtributing Iu. 
ſtice either by rewarding rhe vertues , or puniſhing the vices 
both of Eccleſiaſticall and Civill perſons , Gods complaint of 
Iſracl might be £»glands proverbial longs ; like people, like 
Pricſts, the people would feel the bite of the Prieſts teeth, the 
Prieſts the venome of the peoples tongves, and both the ſmart 
of divine judgement , Ezekiels foxes would degenerate into 
1ſajahs dogs, thoſe, who didcraftily watch, would greedily eat 
up the ſins of the people, and attend their Al >cks, as the Capers 
naites did Chriſt, to feed their own bellics , and to be clothed 
with the wool of the ſheep, rather than with the Righteoulz 
neſle of the great Shepherd. But blc{ſed bs the name of the 
Lord, who hath ſet the Crown on his Mijcſtics head with his 
own hands, without the vain concurrence of ficſhly arm-s , 
whereby he hath revealed, per me Regs, to b: not only his 
word but his deed, not permitting the at , but approving the 
Right of his Reign, which in Truth ſhould be as well a terrour 
as conviction to the conſciences of thole who have ſtampt ir in 
ſome peoples brains for dorine as currant as their Creed,that 
Monarchical government is but a more r.oble kind of Tyran- 
ny, which hath cxiſtence only by Cods connivance, and is 14» 
ther the rod of his wrath to puniſh, than the ſtaffe of his love, 
to ſupport a Nation, Truly , where there is a brimfulneſſe of 
envious reſolution to oppole the beſt,there can be no room for 
B 3 PR char, 


(6) 
charity, which ſubmitteth to the worſt of Governours, and ir 
may be juſtly tcared,that no true concordance will inhabit the 
centre, whileſt ſuch Heteroclites arc lcfc to lurk in the circum- 
ference of the Church, who will rather protefſe themlelves St. 
Peters animals by ſtanding out in cheir own conceit , than St. 
Fasls (ouls in Rooping to the authority of their lawful ſuperi- 
ours, neither can they be well thought fir Truſtees for the ſe- 
Curitic of the Goſpels treaſure , who having once ſhipwrackt 
their Allegiance to the King, are ſti]] bankrupt of faith and ho- 
neſty. Thoſe are the old ſtocks, whereupon Satan hath graffed 
the variety of Sets, which hath been the ſhame, and is yet the 
gricf of Enelands Church, whole firſt non- conformity to C4- 
nonical orders, hath been the very orizinals, wherecunto rhe ma- 
ny copics of obſtinate Fanaricks, thatare now cxtant , have 
their true reference, who following thetraRs of St. Judes 
murmurers, in admiration of ſome mens perſons for advanrage 
fake, do diſſociate themſelves from the community of Saints, 
not only in opinion, but praQiſe , than which nothing can be 
more deſtructive to the concord and peaceable unanimity of 
ſpiritual Congregations, for as in phyſical Compoſicuins, a 
violent dilunion of Integrable parts breeds a more dangerous 
ſhiſme in the body, than a humerous diſtemper; ſo in Eccle. 
fiaſtical corporations, an actual ſcperation from the Catholick 
fc]lowſhip of belecvers in Gods fcrvice is a greater pandor to 
- confuſion , than the ſcandal of a ſpeculative diſtration. Ir is 
time therefore for our Seminary Presbyters, who have been 

the Protoplaſtiques of a Rebellious generation, both inChurch 

and Stare, to make a confeſſion of their paſt faults , as well as 

their preſent faith tortne Kiny, They are now ſufficiently read 

in the book of their own coniciences to know, nemo periculoſi- 

ws peccat , quam qui peccata defendit , to Apologize tor fin is 

more damnable, thanto aRtit, and not to retract incxcuſable 

errouts , 


(7) 


errours, doth as muck unqualifie a delinquent for mercy, as 
the perpetration thereof can adapt him to juſtice. Repentance, 


though it may be t00 ſoon endcd , can never bee too late be- 
gun, he, that lives like St. Znkes judge on the bench, neither 
fearing God, nor regarding man , may have the graceto die 
like the Fewes theef on the Crofle, with profeſſion of both; for 
that power which expreſly denyeth forgiveneſſerto one fin one- 
ly, doth implicitcly conceede a poſſibility of pardon to all o- 
thers. On this conſideration it would be worth their painesto 
tranſlute their Peticion for Presbytery into a Suit for Indemp- 
nity, and publickly to acknowledge his M ijeſties Declaration 
which is the proof of his grace, to bean argument of their 
euile, who( like cunning fencers, that aim at the legs, when 
they inrend to veny the pate )under a rcformative pretence of 
deſtroying thoſe ravenous beaſts, which worry the people, 
begg'd leave of their maſter to hunt the kingdome , which be. 
ing granted, they took libcr'y of them'elves ro make him their 
chict gam: - for ir is well known from an to Beerſheba , that 
the credit ot their ralſe doctrine was the very leaven where. 
with the people were firſt moul *ed into aſowre lump of ar- 
med malice againſt their Sovercigne. 

And I may truly ſay, it was the unlucky Bontefen , which 
not only yiclied 1moak to ſmother all Treaties intoa nullity 
of ſucceſſe, bur that gave light alſo to clear the way for 
more aGcive inſtruments then themſelves ro take of the 
Head of our eternally renowned Saiat Charles, together 
with the Government from his ſhou'ders; for although they 
entred notthe Stage with thoſe miſcreints that perſonated P;- 
late in the fifth Act; yet becauſe they appeared with others 
whoplayd the parts of Anas 1nd Caiphas, inthe firſt Scene 
of the Tragedy, we may juſtly chriit-n them the Grandfathers 
in law of that bloudy tact , wich being unmatchable ja hu- 
mane 


2 me Vo rec nar dt OEETS —_ a gpooerdes _—_ 
[4 =_ — [4 ” 1 
a : F ———_ oy CO Yi. 
" SV 
= es Lot 


(8) 

mane ſtories, may be in ſome ſort compared fo the crofty com- 
plement of the cruel wolfe in the fable,who told the ſheep, Da 
mihi potum, & ego mihi dabocibum , meaning to cat him up for 
his courteſie, A fat , which as former ages haye not been ſo 
learnedly wicked to invent, ſo I hope the future will be more 
honeſtly wiſe thanto imitate ; A fact, which may ſchoole our 
Kings of England into a uſe of the Italians prayer, to bedeli- 
vered from their friends whom they truſt, as well as from their 
enemies whom they fear, and inform the people with the Spa- 
niards ſoul, rather to ſheath their ſwords in one anothers bow- 
els upon private quarrels, than to draw thcm againſt their So- 
vercign in open war. 

Bur, ifthe Recognition of ſuch an execrable murder be not 
caution enough for ſubjefs to reſtrain them from Rebellion , 
let! the memorable example of the 4malekites puniſhment be 
theirexhortation to obedience, 2 Sam, c.13,714.who(though 
a ſtranger to Sauls kingdome, and by them requeſted to con- 
clude his pain with the inference of death ) was by David; 
command for touching the Lords anointed , inſtantly con- 
demned to looſe his life. 

If Kings lives then are ſo precious in Gods account , that 
they may not be touched inthe heat of proclaimd hoſtility , 
what a curſed fin muſt that be , which juſtificrththoſe who take 
them away in cold bloud e 

By theſe animadverfions I hope the whole hoſt of ſpirituall 
officers, who have fought againſt the Regiment ofrheChurch, 
will be victoriouſly tens'd into a unanimous Iudgement , that 
it is far better for them to have the Apoſtles doCtrine in their 
hearts, then the Scors diſcipline in their hands , to be content 
with that eſtit? whereinthey have been, then to cover that 
wherein they ought notrobe, to ſubmitto the King in cauſes 

*Ecclcſ1aftical, rather then by calling his power in queſtion.ro 
abuſe 


(9) | 
abuſe their own authority inthe Goſpel , togive Ceſar his, 
will be no ſubſtraction from their due, had not our Saviour 
paid for himſelf and Petcy , it might be doubted , whether 
the Clerks of this age ( like the old Egyprian Priefts ) would 
rot plead their «ſtates untributary , as well as their offices 
unſubj. &to the Kirg. 

With whattcrire of ſpiritual power they are inveſtedFu- 
re divino, none but thoſe Laicks whom the Popes Mandate 
hath ſcreen'd from the Sun- ſhine of Gods word, can be ig- 
porant. 

The officious Ads of Feboiadato Jehoafh, and Nathanto 
David, arcnot only preſidents to warrant the right, but 
bouncarics to linzit che <xtent of their claim, they muſt in- 
ſtud Kirgs asthe. anc, and may reproverhem as the other 
did,vw- hich was notexecuted by an 6xcommunicative ſcourge 
to wake David do peonance for his offence, bur with the 
monition of a meck ſpirit, to give him a penitent ſenſe there. 
of; tor as the,at of reproof argued the King'to 'be Gods 
ſub. ;; {o the mode of reproving maintaind him to be the 
Prophets Sovercign, | 

Ar.d thus I believe Azariah withſtood Y=zz1iah by no 0- 
ther force, {ave that of the rongue , whoſe aim was to ſtrike 
atthe fzCt, not the perſon of. tie King , to induce him into a 
conſcionineſle of his fault , not to require his ſubmiſſion to 
puniſhment, which, becauſe immediately inflicted of God, 
ſjuppofeth him priviledg'd not to 1eccive it from man: ſothat 
rebus ſic ſkantibus , our miniſterial Guides have little reaſon, 
and keſic gracc ro price themle:v.s in ther Ghoſtly authori. 
ty of rebt king Kings, ſuch verbal Reprichenfions being no 
more then religious ſervants ( not adventuring beyond the 
iphear ofikeir calling ) may fawtfu'ly praGiſetowards their 
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ungodly maſtecs ; for as it is the Reſolve of Divines, that in 
cale of neceſfiry 9uil bet Chriſtianus eſt ſacerdos_ ſo it is not 
only the liberty, but the duty oftevery one in Gods caſe bold- 
ly to reprove an off-nding brother, as Ithink my ſclf bound 
totell che aſſociated brethren,that they have highly wron- 
ged the Majeſty of God & the King, both by their orall aud 
manual proluſfions to introduce a new fangled governmentin 
the Church, & thac it will be more ſafe tor them to obſerve 
the duty of looking into their own , thenthe falſe commiſh- 
on of oyerſecing their ſuperiours aCtions , the performance 
whereof might happily make that ſaying ex cu/pa ſacerdotume 
ruina popnii, to be as well known to themſelves, as felt by o- 
thers, and convert the þypocrifie, which ſomedo, into the 
ſincerity of obedience, which all ſhould profeſſe; for though 
none of them be puritanized into Donatiſme,but can proteſt 
it their neceſſary obligation to reverence the Kings perſon, 
yet moſt are ſo tar ſublimated from the droſle of ſuperſtiti- 
on, that they cannot without defiling their conſciences vaile 
tothe train ofhis ceremonious Titles, they can eafily con- 
coQ ſupream Governours, dryly ſwallowed , but with the 
ſawce of Eccleftaſtical cauſes it quite nauſeates their ſto. 
macks , and the name of head is more offenſive to their pa- 
lates,then perfumes are to the noſtrils of thoſe that are pric. 
yed with an Hiſterical paſhon ; a monſtrous ſtraw for ſuch 
mighty men roſtumble at , which may be put in the ſame 
ballance with thar of their ſchiſmatical Predeceſfours in the 
conference at Hampton: Conrt, who were ſcandalized with 
the word abſolution in the Ziturgy , but well content with 
the Term Kemiſſion of ſins. 
What differencethereis betwixt ſupream Governour and 
Head in a notional acception, is more fit for Grammartical 
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Criticks , thenpolitick Chriſtians to inquire, as they are 
complicated in'one ſubjet, and determined to a conſtant 
oneneſſe both of ation and end , they muſt by the rules of 
honeſty as well as Art, be conſtrued Synonymous, and in a 
promiſcuous manner acjudged to contract their literal vari- 
cty into an identity of ſenſe. 

Indeed we cannot deny bur the Title of ſupream Head 
was firſt given to King Mepry the Eight by the Pope, who 
being by his own inſtitution in the world ( asthe ſoul is in 
the body .by Gods Creation)To#us i» toto, and not onely ſin- 
{mlis, but univerſis major, cannot be ſuppoſed to part with a 
picce of himſclt but tor his own ends ; yet we conceiveitno 
treſpaſſe againſt any Canon , cither of Scripture or reaſon, 
to convert that toa good uſe , which was firſt beſtowed to 
an ill purpoſe ; but for Presbyters to take that away for the 
better eſteem of their own authority , which was given by 
the Pope, todiſgrace the Kings jurisdition in the Church, 
is - leſſe unreaſogableto deviſe , then irreligious to pra- 
ile. 

That great Bulwatk of objection, (Chriſt is the ſole Head 
of the Church, ergo no otber can have the Title)which hat'1 
been preſumed tao ſtrong foran army of Schoolmen to bear 
down, muſt neceſſarily yield upon terms to our fide. For 
although as the Church is internally confidercd in reſpeR of 
the kingdome of Grace, and our Saviour Chriſt as Lord 
thereof, by right of Redemption . ruling the hearts of the 
faichful by his ſpirit, there is no ſubjeRion allowable, nor 
headHhip to be attributed bur to him only , yet as he is King 
by right of Creation, loving an Imperial Sovereignty over 
al his creatures, and the Church ina militant condition , 
which ( by reaſon of an inſeperable commixture of our 
oo an 
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and bad, and common relation of the inward and outward 
man)dorh neceſſarily require an external policy to maintain 
a uniformity and order in the wor ſhip of God , ſo he hath 
ordained his Vicegerent on earth ro whom both Clergy and 
Laity muſt be ſubject. 

- And inthis qualification of ſenſe Kings may be truly ſtj- 
led ſupream Heads in cauſes Eccletiaſtical, within their Do- 
minions s Thus Samuel called Saul the Head of the Tribes 
of Iſracl, 1 Sam. 15-17. which iz codews ſign rationis doth 
imply all perſons,as well Eccleſiaſtical as civil in tnat Com. 
monwealth, to be his ſubordinate members. And that the 
Prieſts were ſubje& in their very Offices to the ſupreame 
power of their magiſtrates, 2 Chron. 8, Solomons Acts in or- 
dering their courſes, and appointing the Levires to their 
charges, ( who in manifeſtation of their duty arc ſaid not to 
depart trom the commandement of the King)do ſufficiently 
evidence, whoſe authority likewiſe to puniſh ſins of the firſt 
cable, that refer to Religion as well as thoſe of the ſecond, 
which belong to humane ſociety. 

Gods own preſcript Laws to Moſes, Deut. 13, Deut. 17. 
Levit. 17. arethe authentique leals to confirm, whereunto 
we may annex that fact of our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, cha- 
ſtifing the Jewiſh Pedlers , by vertue of his divine Royalty, 
for protanation of the Temple, as an ex-mplary proof be- 
yond all exception. | 

Having pickt out the pith of their Divinity in the former 
objection, there reſteth one hard Argument more to break, 
wherein lics the marcow of their Logick, if the power , ſay 
they, 10 Eccleſiaſtical matters b« pro; cr to the ſupream ma- 
giftrate as a Magiſtrate , then it ſhould belong to all mogi- 
ſtrates, aud Coniequently to the heathen + the definition of 
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2a magiſtrate being one in Chriſtian and Heathen Princes 
bur this would be both fintul and ridiculous to aflert, ergs 
that cannot lawfully be maintaincd, 

Truly this is a witty fophiſme, which deſervesthe Reply 
of an ingenious Reſpondent in the Philoſophers School, alſe 
profetto, ſed falſs quidem. 1 preſume the ſame learning which 
qualificd them to oppole others, may enable thein ro anſwer 
themſelves in this point ; for if their conſequence be good, 
Baals Prieſts had as much rightto the ſervice of the Tem- 
ple, as the Levitical Clergy- men,neirher can our Proteſtant 
miniſters have a better Tirle to the diſpenſation of Chriſts 
ordinances, thenthe officers of the Romiſh Church do now 
claim. 

Therefore ifthey will honeſtly defend their own as we do 
the Kings authority in the Church,they muſt acknowledge 
theirarzument to be contrary to the principles of act, as their 
optaion is to the precepts of Religion, for whena Reſtri- 
give Term 15 adjoyned to ancquivocal ſubje&t(as mugiſtrafe 
is ) Toargue from an indefinite to a univerſall , is an illegal 
confequence, thereaſon 1s , becauie what is attributed by 
ſuch a nore of limitation, 15 not an ab'olure but a comparate 
propriety, which doth corvenrre ſubjedfo mediante alio, as the 
powcr of the King inc iuſes Eccl fiaftical is not proper to 
him, ſimply ſecandam naturam, butRclatively as he is a true 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate 5 according to which univocation , if 
their Argument had bcen tormed, the coalcquence would 
be logically rue. 

Bur as we do appropriatethis power onely to Kings truly 
Chiiſtian, So I muſt acquaint them that the Heathen {ubj-&s 
bad ſuch a Revercrd reſpect co the authority of the fupream 
magiſtrate in matters ot thetr tdo;airous Religion, that Arz- 
GC 3 {totle 
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feotle, Poliz, {, 3. could ſay £naaus i Tg) Tos ®iis xe, The 
King is Lord and Rulex of things that pertaints the Gods, 

To conclude, 1 wiſh thoſe men, wha ( like the firſt mat- 

ter bave an indifferency to all forms, and are fo unfixedly 
difpoſcd .n Religiun, hart they can be content with the. Sr- 
chemites, ro te circumciſed tor their advantage, we uld (not 
torwra h bu. f. rconic:ence lake ) givea ſcatonable Teſti- 
mcnyet:iher cbedicnce by a will-ng conformity to the .; 

- Kings power :n Ecclefiaftical cauſes, i har the Church may | 
be no Icnger-grieved with the rapine c f forreign w: Ives,cr 
ip: of d: meitick t: xes, but that ſeund doftrine may flou- 
11h within her gates, and true diſcip'ine be eſtab iſhed :n her 
bcrcers, to which end the Lord ſend us a ſpeedy Reſtaurae | 
710n ef c urancient Gevernment by the hands of Zerubba- ! 
bel and Foſhua, the King and the B.ſhop, that as we are bap- | 
tized in ene faith,\@ we may be ſubjeR ro oneRule,& as we 
arc of « ne bedy , we may beall of ene mind, to werſhip 
God both in the purity and beauty of holineſfe, and to prc- 
rve th+ unicy of theſpirit inthe bond cf peace, Amen. 
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